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Two Truths in One Heart; Two Peoples in One Land

On March 15, 2026, at 11:30, Congregation Beth Abraham will be offering a presentation
by Rabbi Hanan Schlesinger and Khaled Abu Awwad of Roots (Shorashim in Hebrew,
Judur in Arabic), an Israeli-Palestinian grassroots initiative that promotes understanding,
nonviolence and transformation. Roots is based in Judea & Samaria/the West Bank. It is
a unique network of local Palestinians and Israelis who have come to see each other as
partners in bringing about change to end conflict, based on mutual recognition of each
people's national identity and connection to the land. Rabbi Schlesinger and Mr Awwad
will be appearing via Zoom on Beth Abraham’s jumbo screen.

Roots has created and operates the only joint Israeli-Palestinian community centre in the
West Bank/Judea & Samaria. This safe, holy space hosts social, religious, and educational
activities, bringing together hundreds of Palestinians and Israelis. Through personal
contact and engagement, both Palestinians and Israelis begin to realize that there are two
truths, two stories — not one — in this land, and the only way forward is to cherish both.

Roots emphasizes the involvement of religious Muslims and religious Jews, as well as
Israeli settlers living in the West Bank, an area that Palestinians see as the territory of
their future state. Roots believes that shared experience is the only way to move towards
achieving freedom and security for both peoples.

The presentation will also focus on the war in Gaza and its implications for people-to-
people peace-building in general and on Roots in particular.

For more information about Roots, please see the website — www.friendsofroots.net

A brunch will be available at 11:30. The program will begin at noon. The two speakers
will be appearing via Zoom. Beth Abraham’s co-sponsor is Congregation B’nai Israel in St.
Catharines, which will be presenting the program simultaneously in its building.
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